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HIGHER EDUCATION

Quality issues need to

be addressed: Sibal

By PrasHANT K. Nanpa
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

27% quota for other back-

ward <classes (OBC) in
higher educational institutes
has increased enrclment, ac-
cording to a central govern-
ment report, but human re-
source development minister
Kapil Sibal said quality issues
still need to be addressed,

Gross enrolment ratio has
risen since 2009, Sibal said on
Friday.

“The gross enrolment ratio
in 2009 was 12.5% and now it
has reached 19.5%. By 2020,
we will move much ahead of
the 30% target,” Sibal said after
releasing the All India Survey
on Higher Education. “We are
aware of the infrastructure is-
sues and the quality parame-
ters, Now the focus should be
on quality.”

More than 20 millicn in the
18-24 age group are pursuing
higher education. The gross
enrolment ratio is the percent-
age of students in the above
age group in higher education
in the country. -

With this growth in enrol-
ment, the need for the compul-
sory accreditation, curbing
malpractice and bringing for-
eign universities to the country
has grown, he said. Several
bills, including three on the
above issues, are pending in
Parliament. According to the
study, of the total enrolments,
at least 27.1% are from the
OBC category, 4.4% from
scheduled tribes and 10.2%
from scheduled caste back-

grounds. The rest are general
category students.

The Central Educational In-
stitutions (Reservation in Ad-
mission) Act, 2006 provides for
27% reservation for OBCs in
government-run educational
institutes. The Bill was passed
in 2006, notified in January
2007 and came into force in
2008. The legislation was im-
plemented amid protests.

The quotas were suppeosed
to be put in place first over a
period of three years, and later
changed to six years ending
2013. But. most of them were
implemented by 2011, accord-
ing to government officials as-
sociated with the project.

Widening access to higher
education, quality should not
be ignored, said R.S. Grewal,
vice-chancellor of the private
Chitkara University, which has
two campuses—in Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab.

“People are getting con-
scious about quality of infra-
structure, faculty and the con-
tent,” he said. “The place-
ment too is becoming impor-
tant for students and their
parents, As the education sec-
tor consolidates, the focus on
quality will only grow.”

An independent education
expert said the government
needed to be worried rather
than self-congratulatory,

“Instead of feeling happy,
they need to realize that there
is a more than 33% shortage of
faculty, the efficiency of col-
lege graduates is really poor
and they are not jeb
ready,” said this person on
condition of anonymity.
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ON A HIGH: 30%
RISE IN COLLEGE
STUDENTS

Chary Sudan Kasturi i

m chant kasturl@hindustantimes cam A

NEW DELHI: Almost six million
more students were enrolled in
India's universities and colleges
in 2010-11 than the previous year,
awhopping 30% increase year-
on-year that points to a sharp
increase in hunger for higher
education.

Latest government statisties
released on Friday by HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal show that com-
pared to a 12.4% gross enrolment
rate (GER) in 2008-09, the GER
Jjumped to 15% in 2008-10. GER
is a ratio of students enrolled in
higher education to the number
of citizens between 18 and 23.

The GER leapt even higher
in 2010-11, reaching 18.8%,
according to the provisional sta-
tistics collated under the HRD
ministry's first-ever all India
higher education survey. While
20.7 million students were
enrolled in higher education in
2009-10, 26.6 million were in col-
lege or university the subse-
quent year.

The final GER for 2010-11 is
expected to be still higher, since
about 200 colleges have not yet
submitted their enrollment data
for the year.

“This sharp rise in enrollment
is a direct result of the fast grow-
ing demand for quality higher
education,” Sibal said. “It's a
great sign, but also a challenge
because we need to create the
infrastructure to meet their
aspirations.”
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Univ ready to roll out biometric system for

attendance but teachers say move futile

DELHI Umversnty
authorities and t

EXCLUSIVE

dance, which aims at making teacl
ers in Delhi University more

are on a collision course
over the contentious bio-
metric system aimed at
ensuring no one misses
takmg a class.
‘The argument against it goes a
bit like this. Associate professor
«D.R. Sharma (name changed)
‘walks into college every morning

By Neha Pushkarna In New Delhi

but does not go to the class-
room. He is most likely to be
found in the staff room or library.
His students wait, chat and then
ieave without a lecture.

Prof Sharma’s name is an assumed

one but his case is true. The pro- _

posed biometric system of atten-

‘will not rein-in Sharm:

or others like him say opponents ot
the move who feel it will stifle their
freedom.

‘Undaunted, the university submit-
ted an affidavit in the high court
last week saying the biometric sys-
tem for recording attendance is on
the way. It Is walting for a “written
go-ahead” from the court to instal
the biometric devices in colleges, a
Turn to Page 2

1ruant DU profs
can’'t be reined in
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Continued from Page 1
fmove that will Identity teachers through
d prin

their han
‘The llXIiVeXSﬂ)’ s efforts to introduce the
biometric systemm 2009 had come a cropper
following protests by the teachers’ assocta-
tion. The present sdminlstration says it &
more dewrmlned on this poi
‘waiting for the court nrder to decide
‘when n.nd how it should be implemented. The
blometric system alone cannot m: absen-
tee teachers hold classes regularly. But that l!
10 reason for not, Introducing 1t said vice:
chancellor Prof Dinesh Singh,
dde gattd the blometrw system
led to peer pressure and the  ofinstalling met-
rule that students’ attendance v g gsb’fgam
should be uploaded on the col.  after g
lege website every month will Indian Cmmcn o
reform erring teachers. Logal Ald, Hied a

“There has ve-  public l.nteresc 1itd-
ment over the last few years as  gation seel e
te ors have become more regu- - [ntroduction of bio-

wareoinursur- metric syshem to

prlse !nspecuons ” Singh said, *keep a record of

adding that a culture teachers’ attendance,

. L ‘Teachers concede that

fure prevails for two-three years, it they have shirkers in the c

change”, munity, but insist that mstnllmg

After the fiasco in 2009, the unl.  biometric devices will be a futile
versity came up with the proposal  exercise,

We'll ¥
fight tooth
all agalnst the ™«
pronnsal in meeting’
of the academic council
and executive council’.

proposal in the
% of the

anjay
University
Cor

teacher at Zakir Husain Gollege
(evening), sald that no world-

"\ge will fight tooth

gaca; Moreover, the number of absentee
1 teacherslsno( too high i our univer

Page 4 of 4

neslgnatlnn: Assoclate

professor; honorary direc-
tor of aprivate institute

Subject: indian economy
Allotted workload:
18 lectures per week
Actual performance:
Vislts coliege once in two
months.

Pay: 1.25L/month

College feedl
Teacher A chooses to

- Associate professor 1
Suhject:Language

Allotted workload:
- 15 lectures and tutorlals
er week T

Actual
Holds classes once ina
fortnight .

al. Their use was
discontinued within 18
Some felt the proposed
system will target con-
selentious teachers but
the real offenders will g
associate professor
who did not want to be
several fellow
foachers sat in the col.
lege library or the staff
room - doing

makeabsentee
teachershold
classesregu-
larly.But thatis
noreason for not
introducingit 9

~— Dinesh Singh,
DU V-C-.

ill now have a record to
show that they came to
sollege he sald.
Rekha Dayal, associate
arofessor at Jesus and
College, said it was

‘or the college principals

y anymore. I would on]y 15 per | Pay:380,000/month
Nandita anY: of teachiers will fall 1 thes 80,
Namm, associate the university want e.s forms Calleg e feedback:
? fessor at St ywe snmnd be consulted,” he said. eacher B comes to col-
Stephen's College. Others said installing the biomet- Iege dally for six hours but
umar, Delhi  ri¢ devices will be a waste of money. . discusses politics and
AcademiC  similar efforts had failed elsewhere, crlcket In the staffroom.
member and 2 ke the dental colleges and the chats with students on
Municipal Corporation of wwtheyshuuldgoabout
Arecent CAG report ittt the  the co
ass university records the Dental Council of INQIS  eemeonmoamsmmmm—
nt 21,32 crore to inst
Blometiic machnes i TXTTEN
200 dental oolleges. Designation:
Associats
ﬂnall ut up in 367 col. P
yb?xc many of them  Subject:Commerce
b5 reported £o be non- tted .
function: t 3

worklo
18 lectures and tutorials
e

Holds classes once a
month

Pay:380,000/month
College feedbada
Teacher C gossips in the
staffroom. She s In col-
lege dally but chooses to

Designation:
Assoclate professor
* Subject: Chemistry
lotted workload:
18 lectures, tutorlals and
practicals per week

Actual Terfonlm
Dell\:{ers ecture once a
el

wei
Pay:T1L/month
College feedback:
Yeacher D hardly misses
Ilege but hardly attends
? class staffroom gos-
slp, he cmates an anti~
authority atmosphere

ROFESSORS AR
® No world-class univer-

sity records attendance
of teachers i

;0 make sure no teacher B Record of students'
skipped class. “Teachers | attendance is procf enough
selong to the inteli- | thatateacher held closses
sentsia. D

ke thts, she

rain of 8t
stephen s College con-
veded that there were
kers in every profes.
sion but added: *All good
seachers are not exactly
Sunctual, Teaching is not
ihe same as any other
Srofession.”

inars, go out for research
and manage co-curricular
activitles will be curbed

Teachers had to prepare for
lectures which required work

metric system would, inste:
tie them down to one place. 2



